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Columbia County School District Response to COVID-19 Cases 
 
Yesterday, August 4, 2020, two students attending Columbia County School District high 
schools reported that they had tested positive for COVID-19. Both students were asymptomatic 
and had been tested for reasons other than their personal health. Following the reports, school 
district personnel followed district protocols created with guidance from the Department of 
Public Health and the Centers for Disease Control to identify those students who, based upon 
direct contact with the infected person, have to be quarantined for a period of fourteen days 
and those students who, based on their proximity of the COVID-19 positive individual, do not 
need to be quarantined. These students and their parents were notified of these events by way 
of personal contact and/or a letter.  
 
Because the Columbia County School District has approximately 3400 employees and more 
than 28,000 students, unfortunately it can be expected that there will be instances of positive 
cases of COVID-19, hopefully on a very limited basis given expectations of our Collective 
Responsibility agreement attached to this release and located on the School District website. 
We will not make public reports of every incident involving this virus, but we will follow with 
fidelity the protocols and inform individuals who may be affected, while we will also respect 
the privacy of individuals who have contracted the virus.  
 
If someone tests positive for COVID-19, letters will be sent to the families of students who have 
been in proximity of the infected individual, in an effort to be transparent only as there is no 
further action needed. Letters will also be sent to the families of students who have been in 
direct contact with the individual and, as a result, must be quarantined for a period of fourteen 
days. Families with no connection to the matter will not receive a letter.  
 
As we continue to provide in-person instruction, we ask our parents to help us by committing 
to the following actions: 
 

• Keep children at home if they are sick. 
• Keep children at home and inform the school if someone in the home tests positive for 

COVID-19. 
• Keep children at home if they are awaiting COVID-19 test results for ANY reason.  
• Report positive test results to the school immediately.  

 
The School District is committed to providing students the best education possible in a safe, 
healthy environment. Working together, we will be successful!  
 
 
 
    
 


